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Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) An elongate hollow rail for a fabric covering for an 
architectural opening having an upper portion with a lengthwise upper opening in the 
top of the rail and being characterized by: 

a pair of walls on widthwisft aides of said m il having jnnersu rfaoes, said 

inner surfaces of sai d walls being Interconnec te d by a cross web; 
a pair of lengthwise upper locking shoulders projecting inwardly 
rs _ spect lvejy_from aft-aajdjnner ftwtfeee -surfaoes o f the upper portion of 
sailwalls on opposite widthwlse sides of the upper openin g such that the 
inner s urface of the w all s extends above and hebw the Inrtting ch-iMay... 
the upper locking shoulders being wedge-shaped and pointing Inwardly of 
the upper portion and away from the upper opening; and 
the wall on a first widthwise side of the bottom rail extending above the 
wall on the opposite second widthwlse side of the bottom rail about the 
openin g when the w all s are substantially vertically minted 

2. (currently amended) The rail of claim 1 which also has a lower portion with a 
lengthwise lower opening In the bottom of the rail and is characterized by: 

a pair of lengthwise lower locking shoulders respe ctively p rojecting 

inwardly from ajwajdjnner surtaee-sjirtjfiesjrf the lower portion of sajd 

walls on opposite widthwise aides of the lower opening; 

the lower locking shoulders being wedge-shaped and pointing inwardly of 

the lower portion and away from the lower opening; and 

the wall on the-seeew* oJjerwWthwise side of the bottom rail extending 

below the wall on the first widthwise side of the bottom rail about the lower 

Opening When the walls are substantially vertically oriented 

3. (currently amended) The rail of claim 2 whsreln:w Mrh fnrthnrhmr B nnn«r...n.„ 
int e mwd i ato wirithwirn rm-r web muni^ i^riH-nf fh n mll' o pro fil e intu tl i u uppm 
and lower portions and l o ohoroctoreod by: 

the cross web being-is tilted widthwlse so as to intercept one of said walls 
at a higher elevation than the other of said walls; and 
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opposite wldthwfse sides of the cross web being parallel but not coplanar. 

4. (previously presented) A method for attaching a fabric to a locking shoulder 
within an elongate hollow rail for a fabric covering for an architectural opening having a 
lengthwise upper opening in an upper portion of the rail, defined between two walls by 
the steps of: 

securing the rail with its lengthwise upper opening feeing upwards; 
overlaying the rail and its upper opening and walls with a fabric having a 
stiff straight marginal edge, eo that the stiff marginal edge lies parallel and 
adjacent to a wall on a widthwise side of the rail and the remainder of the 
fabric extends widthwise away from the stiff marginal edge and the rail 
and its other wall; 

pushing the fabric into the upper opening by rolling the circumferential 
edge of a fabric Inserting wheel against the top of the fabric and 
lengthwise along, and inwardly of, the upper opening while allowing the 
stiff marginal edge to move widthwise towards the upper opening but 
preventing the remainder of the fabric from moving widthwise towards the 
upper opening; and then 

pushing the stiff marginal edge Into the upper opening so that the marginal 
edge engages the locking shoulder by again rolling the fabric inserting 
wheel against the top of the fabric and lengthwise along, and inwandly of, 
the upper opening while preventing the remainder of the fabric from 
moving, widthwise towards the upper opening. 

5. (previously presented) A method for attaching a fabric to a locking shoulder 
within an elongate hollow rail for a fabric covering for an architectural opening wherein 
the rail has a lengthwise upper opening in an upper portion defined between two wells , 
by the steps of: 

securing the rail with its lengthwise upper opening facing upwards; 
overlaying the rail and its upper opening and walls with a fabric having a 
stiff straight marginal edge, so that the stiff marginal edge lies parallel and 
adjacent to a wall on a widthwise side of the rail and the remainder of the 
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fabric extends widthwise away from the stiff marginal edge and the rail 
and its other wall; 

pushing the fabric Into the upper opening by rolling the circumferential 
edge of e fabric inserting wheel against the top of the fabric and 
lengthwise a!ong l and Inwardly of, the upper opening while allowing the 
stiff marginal edge to move widthwise towards the upper opening but 
preventing the remainder of the fabric from moving wtdthwlse towards the 
upper opening; and then 

pushing the stiff marginal edge into the upper opening so that the marginal 
ftdge engages the locking shoulder by again rolling the fabric inserting 
wheel against the top of the fabric and lengthwise along, and inwardly of, 
the upper opening while preventing the remainder of the fabric from 
moving widthwise towards the upper opening, 

6. (original) The method of claim 4 far also covering one wall of the rail with 

the fabric where a lower portion of the rail has a lengthwise lower opening, by the steps 

of: 

mtating the rail in a direction such that the stiff marginal edge of the fabric is not 
disengaged from the locking shoulder and until the lengthwise lower opening 
faces upwards, the fabric covers the one wall and overllos the rail and Its lower 
opening and the other wall, and the remainder of the fabric extends widthwise 
away from the rail and the other wall; and then 

pushing the fabric into the lower opening to form a first fold in the lower 
portion by rolling the circumferential edge of the fabric inserting wheel 
against the bp of the fabric and lengthwise along, and Inwardly of, the 
lower opening white allowing the remainder of the fabric to move 
widthwise towards the lower opening: and then 

inserting, in a lengthwise direction, a elongate first spline Into the first fold. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6 for covering the other wall of the rail with the 
fabric by: 
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again rotating the rail in a direction such that the stiff marginal edge of the 
fabric i$ not disengaged from the locking shoulder and until its lengthwise 
upper opening faces upwards, the fabric covers the other wall and overlies 
the rail end its upper opening and the one wall, and the remainder of the 
fabric extends widthwise away from the raO and the one wall; and then 
pushing the fabric into the upper opening to form a second fold in the 
upper portion by mlling the circumferential edge of the fabric inserting 
wheel against the top of the fabric and lengthwise along, and inwardly of, 
the upper opening while allowing the remainder of the fabric to move 
widthwise towards the upper opening; and then 
Inserting, In a lengthwise direction, a elongate second spline into the 
second fold. 

8. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein the circumferential edge of 

the wheel fe repeatedly rolled along, and inwardly of, the upper and/or lower openings of 
the rail. 

9. (original) The method of claim 8 wherein the circumferential edge of the wheel is 
repeatedly rolled along, and inwardly of, the upper and/or lowr openings of the rail In 
both lengthwise directions. 

10. (original) The method of claim 4 wherein a roller blind fabric is 

attached to en upper opening of the rail and a valance fabric is attached to a bottom 
opening of the rail. 

1 1 . (previously presented) A method of attaching a fabric to a hollow rail profile, the 
fabric comprising a sheet portion and a longitudinal end portion with a stiffening member 
attached thereto, the rail profile having a longitudinally extending fabric receiving 
opening out into a first or upper longitudinal extending fabric mounting opening between 
a first profile wall and an opposite second profile wall, the first profile wall having a 
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longitudinally extending Inwardly directed fabric locking shoulder adjacent the opening, 

the method comprising the steps of, 

•securing the profile with the first fabric mounting opening facing upwards, 
-overlaying the profile and its first opening with the fabric, so that the stiffening 
member of the longitudinal end portion lies parallel and adjacent to the first 
profile wall and the sheet portion of the fabric extends horizontally away from the 
stiffening member over the profile and the first fabric mounting opening, 
-applying a fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling the fabric into 
the first fabric mounting opening, and 

-rolling the stiffening member into the first opening by at least one longitudinally 
directed rolling pass of the fabric Inserting wheel. 

1 2. (original) The method of daim 1 1 wherein the method, after the stiffening 
member Is rolled Into the first fable mounting opening, further comprising the steps of: 

- folding (he sheet portion back over the profile and pulling it tight, thereby 
lodging the stiffening member under a first longitudinally extending locking flange 
extending Inward from the first profile wall, 

- releasing the profile rail and turning it over 360 degrees and re-securing it to the 
support structure, thus covering the profile with fabric, and locating the first fabric 
mounting opening facing upwards with the fabric extending over it, 

- re-applying the fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a first 
spline fold of the fabric sheet portion Into the first fabric mounting opening. 

13. (original) The method of claim 12, further comprising the step of, 

- inserting a splining member into the profile, such that the spline lies into the 
first spline fold that is rolled into the profile, the spline preventing the fabric 
from being pulled out through the fabric inserting opening. 

14. (original) The method of daim 1 1 wherein the stiffening member is formed in situ 
on the longitudinal end portion of the fabric material. 
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1 5. (currently amended) A method of mounting a fabric to a hollow ran profile, the 
fabric comprising a sheet portion and a longitudinal end portion with a stiffening member 
attached thereto, the rail profile comprising a first OHtfpeHongitudinal extending fabric 
mounting opening between a first profile wall and en opposite second profile wan and a 
second ffl^w^longitudfnal extending fabric mounting opening, the firat and second 
fabric openings being separated by an intermediate web member, the method 
comprising the steps of, 

-securing the profile with the first fabric mounting opening facing upwards, 
-overiaying the profile and Ms first opening with the fabric, so that the stiffening 
member of the longitudinal end portion lies parallel and adjacent to the first 
profile wall and the sheet portion of the fabric extends horizontally away from the 
stiffening member over the profile and the firat fabric mounting opening, 
-applying a fabric Inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling the fabric into 
the first fabric mounting opening, and 

-rolling the stiffening member into the first opening by at least one longitudinally 
directed rolling pass of the fabric inserting wheel. 

16. (previously presented) The method of claim 15 wherein the method after the 
stiffening member is rolled into the first fabric mounting opening, further comprising the 
steps of: 

- folding the sheet portion back over the profile and pulling it tight thereby 
loading the stiffening member under a first longitudinally extending locking flange 
extending inward from the firat profile wall. 

- releasing the profile rail and turning It over 180 degrees and re-securing It, 
thus covering the first profile wan with fabric end locating the second fabric 
mounting opening facing upwards with the fabric extending over it. 

- re-applying the fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a first 
spline fold of the fabric sheet portion into the second fabric mounting opening, 
and 
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- Inserting a spline into the profile, such that the spline lies Into the first spline 
fold that is rolled into the profile, the spline preventing the fabric from being 
pulled out through the fabric inserting opening. 

1 7. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 5 Wherein the method, after the 
stiffening member is rolled into the first fabric mounting opening, further comprises the 
steps of: 

- folding the sheet portion back over the profile and pulling it tight, thereby 
logding the stiffening member under a first longitudinally extending locking 
flange extending inward from the first profile wall. 

- releasing the profile rail and turning it over 360 degrees and re-securing It, 
thue covering the profile with fabric, and locating the first fabric mounting 
opening facing upwards with the fabric extending over it 

- re-applylng the fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a first 
spline fold of the fabric sheet ponton Into the first fabric mounting opening, 
and 

- inserting a spline into the profile, such that the spline lies Into the first spline 
fold that is railed into the profile, the spline preventing the fabric from being 
pulled out through the fabric inserting opening. 

1 8. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 7 wherein a second or valancofabric 
is mounted to the profile, the veJenee^gndJabric comprising a valance sheet and 
longitudinal extending valance end portion with a valance stiffening edge, by the 
following additional method steps; 

- locating and securing the profile rail such that the second fabric mounting 
opening which iscovered by fabric faces upward, I 

• -overlaying the profile and its covered second fabric mounting opening with 
the vateftee-eecondfiabric. so that the valance stiffening member of the I 
longitudinal end portion lies parallel and adjacent to the firet profile waH and 
the sheet portion of the fabric extends horizontally away from the stiffening 
member over the profile and the first fabric mounting opening. 
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- re-applying the fabric inserting wheel on the movable carriage for roiling the 
valance stiffening member Into the second fabric mounting opening 

- and at the same time fef-rolling a second spline fold of the fabric sheet portion 
into the second fabric mounting opening. 

1 9, (currently amended) The method of claim 1 5 wherein a second or va l anc e- f abric 
i$ mounted to the profile, the valance -second f abric comprising a valance sheet and 
longitudinal extending valance end portion with a valance stiffening edge, by the 
following additional method steps; 

- locating and securing the profile rail such that the second fabric mounting 
opening faces upward, 

- -overlaying the profile and its second fabric mounting opening with the 
V3 ^e-se^nd_fabric 1 $o that the valance stiffening member of the 
longitudinal end portion lies parallel end adjacent to the second profile wall 
and the valance sheet extends horizontally away from the valance stiffening 
member over the profile and the second fabric mounting opening, 

- re-applying the fabric inserting wheel on the movable carriage for rolling the 
valance stiffening member into the second fabric mounting opening. 

20. (currently amended) The method of claim 15 wherein a seoond or valance fabric 
is mounted to the profile, the valance second f abric comprising a valance sheet and 
longitudinal extending valance end portion with a valance stiffening edge, by the 
following additional method steps; 

- locating and securing the profile rail such that the second fabric mounting 
opening faces upward, 

- overlaying the profile and Its second fabric mounting opening with the valanoo 
seoondfabric, 80 that the valance stiffening member of the longitudinal end 
portion lies parallel and adjacent to the second profile wall and the valance 
sheet extends horizontally away from the valanoe stiffening member over the 
profile and the second fabric mounting opening, 

9 
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- -re-applying the fabric inserting wheel on the movable carnage for rolling the 
valance stiffening member into the second fabric mounting opening; 

- folding the valance sheet portion back over the profile and pulling it tight, 
thereby logding the valance stiffening member under a second longitudinally 
extending locking flange extending inward from the second profile wall. 

- releasing the profile rail and turning ft over 180 degrees and re-securlng It to 
the support structure, thus covering the second profile wall with valance fabric 
and locating the first fabric mounting opening facing upwards with the valance 
sgcgnglfahric extending over it, 

- reapplying the fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a 
second spline fold of valance fabric sheet portion into the first fabric mounting 
opening, and 

- inserting a valance spline into the profile, such that the valance spline lies into 
the second spline fold that Is rolled into the profile, the valance spline 
preventing the vala^gecojjajaijnc from being pulled out through the first 
fabric inserting opening. 

21. (currently amended) A method of mounting a fabric to a hollow rail profile, the 
fabric comprising a sheet portion and a longitudinal end portion, the rail profile 
comprising a first e^pe^iongftudlnal extending fabric mounting opening between a 
first profile wall and an opposite second profile wall and a second e*WJongitudinal 
extending fabric mounting opening, the first and second fabric openings being 
separated by an intermediate web member, the method comprising the steps of, 
-securing the profile with the finrt fabric mounting opening facing upwards, 
-overlaying the profile and Its first opening with the fabric, so that the end portion 
lies parallel and adjacent to the first profile wall and the Sheet portion of the fabric 
extends horizontally away from the end portion over the profile and the first fabric 
mounting opening, 

-applying a fabric inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a first fabric 
fold into the first fabric mounting opening, and 
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- Inserting a spline into the profile, such that the spline lies info the first fabric 
fold that is rolled Into the profile, the spline preventing the fabric from being 
pulled out through the fabric inserting opening, 

- releasing the profile rail and turning It over 180 degrees and re-securing it to the 
support structure, thus covering the first profile wall with fabric and locating the 
second fabric mounting opening facing upwards with the fabric extending over ft, 

- re-applying the fabric Inserting wheel on a movable carriage for rolling a 
second spline fold of the febric sheet portion into the second fabric mounting 
opening, and 

• inserting a second spline into the profile, such that the spline lies info the 
second spline fold that is rolled into the profile, the spline preventing the fabric 
from being pulled out through the fabric inserting opening. 

22. (currently amended) A rail profile, to which a fabric can be mounted using the 
method of claim 1 1 . wherein the rail profile comprises a body having an interior 
longitudinally extending fabric receiving space opening out into a first 
longitudinal extending fabric mounting entrance opening between a first profile wall and 
an opposite second profile wall, the first profile waD having a longitudinally extending 
inwardly directed fabric locking shoulder adjacent the opening- and 
i characterised in that 

- the width of the elongated opening is bigger than the lateral width of the 
wheel for rolling in the fabric; 

- the fabric receiving space extends sufficiently in a generally downward 
direction for accommodeting the wheel in Its action of rolling in the fabric; and 

- the lateral inwardly extending locking shoulder is sufficiently wide to prevent 
the stiffening member on the fabric from being pulled away from the locking 
shoulder. 

23. (currently amended) An apparatus for attaching a fabric to an elongate holfow 
rail for a fabric covering for an architectural opening comprising n^chanjcaLmeans for 
carrying out the steps of the method of claim 4. 
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